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Alison James Professional Development Bursary
In 2018 the VSG annual bursary will provide financial assistance to those in the early stages of their career to provide support and encouragement in their professional development. 
After the untimely death of Alison James, who was keen supporter of professional development within the sector, we celebrated Alison's contribution to the field by renaming the bursary in her honour.  

Alison James (1963-2010)

Museum Consultant (Audiences)

Alison James specialised in learning, evaluation and visitor studies and served on the committee, including in the role of Chair, of the Visitor Studies Group between 2001 and 2003. 

Alison was always busy exploring and learning: she drew on her experiences of teaching in Papua New Guinea; she learned Norwegian so that she could engage in museum work in Norway during her years there; she travelled up and down the UK both for work and to mentor students and run courses at St Andrews and she untiringly undertook and promoted CPD.  She was an excellent role model for anyone starting out or progressing through this field. 

All of her work was infused with a generosity of spirit, high ethical standards, energy and commitment, and throughout her career as a museum professional she was a source of inspiration and practical support to many.   

Alison battled cancer courageously for six months before dying in June 2010. This bursary has been named after her as her core philosophy was always to support others, to share generously and to encourage a richness of learning and discovery for all.   

Bursary details

This year the VSG Committee has decided to focus funding on those who are at the earliest stages of their careers in visitor studies, i.e. students or those who have been working in audience research for two years or less. In this way, we hope to provide support and encouragement to those who wish to pursue a career in this sector at a time when budgets are decreasing. The bursary is offered to cover travel, conference registration fees or other related expenses up to £500. This sum can be offered to one applicant or distributed at the discretion of the Selection Board. All bursaries are paid to the applicant in pounds Stirling; the recipient(s) will be expected to provide evidence of the bursary being spent as intended through production of receipts. Successful recipients will be expected to write an article for the VSG web site, give a presentation on their bursary-funded experience at the next VSG AGM, as well as sit on the Selection Board for the following year's bursary.
For 2018, the application period has been brought forward to allow for a longer planning period for bursary spend.  
Eligibility

To be eligible for a bursary, applicants must be a student on a course relevant to visitor studies and/or have been working in audience research for two years or less. You do not have to be a VSG Member to be eligible for the bursary. Current VSG Committee members are not eligible for this bursary. The closing date for applications for the 2018 bursary is Thursday 25th January 2018. Applicants will be notified of the outcome of their application by Thursday 8th March 2018. With the bursary issued to the successful applicant from April 2018. In addition to completing the application form below, applicants will be expected to produce a letter of reference from an academic/course leader or senior professional in their sector in support of their application.

Selection Criteria

Applications will be judged by the following criteria: 

· Potential of the applicant to use the bursary to further VSG's objectives to promote Visitor Studies throughout the museum, gallery and heritage sector (UK and elsewhere) 

· Preference will be given to those who are not entirely dependent on VSG funding, and have 'match funding' from other sources, such as an employer or other financial award. 

· The selection will be conducted by the Selection Board, which will consist of two VSG committee members, one VSG member (not from committee), and the previous year's bursary recipient(s). Members of the Selection Board are ineligible to apply for the bursary; their decision will be final.

· The Selection Board reserve the right to not award a bursary in any year if they do not feel the applications are of sufficient merit. However the Selection Board will provide feedback and support for applications which demonstrate potential so applicants can revise their application to an appropriate quality.

· Those who have received the bursary in the past are not excluded from applying, but applicants should be aware that priority will be given to those who have not successfully applied for the bursary before.

If you would like to apply for the bursary, please complete this questionnaire and return it along with a reference to admin@visitors.org.uk.

Applicant’s Details (please complete and send this page onwards)
	Name 


	Title 


	Institution 


	Address 


	Telephone number 


	Email 


	VSG member                                         yes/no


	Name of referee 


	Referee’s relationship to applicant 


	Letter of reference ___attached ___under separate cover



	Please describe in detail how the Bursary would be used if you were successful in your application.




	Please describe what learning outcomes you personally are likely to achieve through the Bursary application.  
 


	Why have you approached the Alison James Professional Development Bursary specifically for funding?  



	Please give an estimate of your full costs for the purpose you intend to use the Bursary. How do you intend to meet the remaining costs?




	The Visitor Studies Group - Championing excellent visitor experiences

The VSG is a dedicated community of Visitor Studies professionals. We promote dialogue, facilitate debate and through skills-sharing opportunities provide continuing professional development.

In 250 words or less, describe how you will use this bursary to help the VSG achieve its aims. Your response should also demonstrate how you will share the skills you have obtained through the Bursary with peers and those within the wider visitor studies community.  
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